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Jay Alan writes poetry because, for some reason, it is the way he connects with the world. 
Whether by documenting thoughts, voicing memory, or exploring a concept through 
a creative medium, what he writes in a poetic form is meant to reproduce itself.  With 
poetry, he’s not trying to dictate a concrete narration that means different things, but 
he hopes to concretize the way that a piece of writing (or reading) is a single point of 
convergence for many different strings.  In this way, he approaches the genre of poetry 
as a tuning fork to discover truth.
Marlee Alexander is a senior majoring in Studio Art with an emphasis in Print-
making. 
Benjamin Andrus is a thirty year old non traditional student who spent the last eight 
and a half years serving in the United States Army. He really enjoys creative writing and 
anything to do with Fantasy. Some of his favorite books include, Crime and Punishment, 
Wuthering Heights, and practically anything by Neil Gaiman or P.G. Wodehouse. His 
dream is to become a well know author and teach writing at the college level.
Michelle Ankley — "I am a recent graduate from Grand Valley State University with 
a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree in Art and Design with an emphasis in Illustration 
and a minor in East Asian Studies.  This piece is the first illustration from my senior 
show exhibition in December of 2012.  My show included seven digital illustrations 
depicting a famous South Korean folktale about a daughter's devotion to her father 
and the lengths she is willing to go through to care for him.  Being a Korean adoptee, 
it is important to me to explore my identity as a Korean American and learn about 
my cultural background.  The title of this piece is called, "The Dream" in which the 
main character's mother dreams of the birth of her daughter who will eventually be 
destined to save her father."
Daniel Cichowlas — "I am a senior and came to Grand Valley to study film and 
video production along with creative writing. I had always read quite a bit, but I never 
really touched poetry until about a year ago when some of my scribblings started to 
sound like something interesting. In my free time I enjoy quiet contemplation, awkward 
moments, good books, anxiety attacks, and interesting people."
Erin Cole — "I'm a senior majoring in Creative Writing. I've been writing since I was 
six and reading even longer, but only started to pursue it as a career after my sophmore 
year. Flash fiction is a newer style I've been dabbling in, and want to continue learning 
more about the genre. I also work in a consignment store where I spend way to much 
time and money on vintage clothing."
Jackie Coon is a senior majoring in Anthropology. 
Liz Dalton is a 22-year-old work in progress fueled by copious amounts of tea. She is 
a senior at Grand Valley where she is about to earn her degree in Psychology, with her 
minor in Writing. She is a poet at heart and sometimes on paper, lover of late nights 
discussing the expanses of the relationships between people, and a music-listening fiend. 
She spent most of her college career as the president of To Write Love on Her Arms, an 
organization that aims to spread hope and recovery to those struggling with mental 
health issues. She falls in and out of love with the world on a daily basis, and would 
probably love to have coffee with you (yes, you).
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Stephen Drabek originally came to Grand Valley with the intention of becoming 
a history teacher. But the need to express his creativity eventually won out, and now 
he is graduating with a degree in Creative Writing. Once the cap and gown is stuffed 
away in a closet, never to be seen again, he will begin the long and arduous process of 
finding a job that will put his skills to good use...let us all pray for him now. When he's 
not writing or coming up with clever one-liners, he is usually reading or watching one 
of many tV shows that fuel his creative mind. His favorite color is red and his zodiac 
sign is either Saggitarius or Scorpio; sources differ on which one it really is.
Emily Horvat is 22 years old and was born and raised in Richmond, Michigan. She 
is an Art Education, Printmaking major with an Art History minor at Grand Valley 
State University. Emily has found that much of her inspiration and ideas have come 
from the author and illustrator Dr. Seuss. She enjoys using whimsical, playful shapes 
and the color pink in her work. She taught art at Rising Star Camp in Allendale, MI 
and organized several artistic workshops for students. She loves working with children 
and hopes to one day be teaching art in the elementary setting.
Rachel Iturralde is a senior majoring in Photography and minoring in Advertising 
and Public Relations.
Alissa Krumlauf — “I am a recent graduate of GVSU, with a dual degree in Pho-
tography and Natural Resources Management.  My last project/senior thesis at GV 
was amazing, allowing me to combine fashion with environmental concerns.  I am 
now living in Los Angeles, CA to pursue fashion photography.  I currently intern for 
fashion and commercial photographers while working on my own projects on the side. 
My greatest success has been and will always be all the support and confidence I’ve 
received from my friends and family.”
Michelle Kuchta is a creative being who enjoys a wide variety of arts, such as pho-
tography, calligraphy, illumination, drawing, painting, doodling, coloring — Monica 
Lloyd is an artist who grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and is completing her 
studies at Grand Valley State University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts, and an emphasis 
in Illustration. She has had the honor of exhibiting one of her illustrations in the 2012 
Society of Illustrators Student Scholarship Exhibition in New york City, and is currently 
completing her Bachelor of Fine Arts Thesis Exhibition. She also participates in various 
art events within the Grand Rapids art community. both inside and outside the lines 
— carving, casting, jewelry-making, humor, irony, inspirational quotes, haiku, poetry, 
creative writing, and karate.  Among her greatest joys in life are: a new box of crayons, 
cookies, vigorous philosophical debate, and spending time with friends.  Michelle is 
fortunate to have many wonderful friends, including her dearest love, her husband, 
Steve.  And, as always, Michelle is grateful for the loving kindness and mind-bending 
patience of her family, especially her parents, Doug and Pat LaDue.
Megan Lendman — “I am a Photography major here at Grand Valley also pursu-
ing a Chinese minor. Currently a Junior, I have been actively pursuing my career as a 
photographer for the past year. I am very much interested in using my photography to 
help promote cross-cultural understanding, even within one’s hometown. This photo-
graph is a part of a series entitled The Life and Soul of Music. Living with musicians 
has offered me the unique opportunity to see the lives that exude their personalities 
through their different musical souls. Can you hear the music when no one is playing?”
Rue Lazzaro graduated from GVSU in 2012. Currently residing in Seattle, WA, he 
works in the video game industry by day and as a masked crime-fighting poet and 
fiction author by night.
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Monica Lloyd is an artist who grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and is complet-
ing her studies at Grand Valley State University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts with an 
emphasis in Illustration. She has had the honor of exhibiting one of her illustrations in 
the 2012 Society of Illustrators Student Scholarship Exhibition in New york City, and is 
currently completing her Bachelor of Fine Arts Thesis Exhibition. She also participates 
in various art events within the Grand Rapids art community. 
Lauren Longo is a Writing major and Psychology minor at GVSU. She enjoys knit-
ting, crime dramas, Disney movies and crying at the slightest emotional provocation. 
Her top fears include being convicted of a crime she didn’t commit, becoming a crazy 
cat lady (she is well on her way) and living a small life. In her free time, she enjoys 
working without pay and cooking Ramen noodles for a homeless man whose name 
she thinks might be Paul. After graduation, she plans to move far, far away and begin 
life as a starving artist. Or something.
Elizabeth Lowe is an emerging artist and a recent graduate from Grand Valley State 
University She has participated in numerous exhibitions and a fellowship at the Ox-
Bow school of Art and Design. After a summer fellowship, she began to incorporate 
textiles with her metal techniques. This became evident in her senior exhibit “Reverie”, 
which was compilation of skills from both mediums. Since graduation, Elizabeth dove 
into learning more textile techniques to fulfill her vision.
Cecilia Maczka is working towards an Illustration degree at Grand Valley State 
University.  She has a strong interest in both animals and the beauty of space. Putting 
those the two passions together, her Illustrations show the planets as animals. Cecilia 
hopes to one day work making concept art for Pixar or Dreamworks.
Lindsy Matteoni — "I graduated in December 2012 with a degree in Psychology 
and Creative Writing minor. I now work at Hope Network's Center for Autism all 
day and play with my terrible-two-year-old daughter during nights and weekends. My 
life is amazing." The quote in her poem "Pinterest" is from Where the Wild Things Are 
by Maurice Sendak.
Kiara Murray — "I am an English major at GVSU graduating this year!  After gradu-
ation I plan on moving to Arkansas for graduate school to earn a Master of Science 
in College Student Personnel. I've always loved writing and I am excited to have this 
piece included in the Fishladder publication this year.  My poem was inspired by my 
very good friend and GVSU student Shane Peoples-Welch who passed away in 2011. 
This poem was very therapeutic for me and I am overjoyed that something I wrote as 
a tribute to Shane can be shared with others."
Matthew Nemecek is a 22 year old illustrator currently attending Grand Valley State 
University. He lives in Coopersville, Michigan with his family, and enjoys spending his 
time creating whimsical digital paintings of robots and other oddities in Adobe Photo-
shop. If you wish to contact him, feel free to email him at nemecekm@mail.gvsu.edu.
trevor O'Brien is a junior majoring in English and Secondary Education with a 
minor in History. 
Nicole Olweean — "I'm 22 years old, I plan to graduate in April, 2013.  After gradu-
ation, I plan to take some time off from school to travel and take some cool backpacking 
trips, then I plan to get an MFA in either poetry or fiction. I'm not sure I have specific 
influences — as far as poetry goes, I'm pretty influenced by everything I read."
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Maggie Overbeek — “I was born and raised in Grand Rapids, MI and recently 
graduated with degrees in both Photography and Psychology.  I’m a dog person but 
own a cat, I eat way more cheese than is considered healthy, I love old people, and I 
have a hairless rat named Sprinkles.  I enjoy both making and looking at images of 
unnatural/surreal things.  I believe unexpected combinations are not only uniquely 
alluring but also refreshing.”
Jack Raymond is a junior majoring in Writing with a Russian Studies minor. 
Marcaé Ross is an Art and Design major graduating this spring with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Studio Art. She enjoys printmaking, photography, and mixed media projects. 
With a high interest in composition, layout, and color, Marcaé enjoys doing freelance 
design projects for clients. She appreciates her time spent by the fresh lakes of Michi-
gan, and plans to travel out west to see the pacific ocean for the first time. Her artwork 
titled “Marcaé’s Ship” was taken on a sea of blankets after she took a nap this past fall. 
It is her first time owning a ship.
Deavyn Schumacher is a senior majoring in Health Professions with a minor in 
Writing. 
Jackie Sulhoff is a senior majoring in Studio Art concentrating in Illustration. 
David tomczak — "I'm a third year student from the Detroit area. I am currently 
studying Psychology with minors in Applied Statistics and Writing. Ever since I decided 
to study writing, I have revived my creativity and opened my mind. Writing is a chal-
lenging yet highly rewarding process - we learn to go outside of our own experiences 
and soak in knowledge in the hope of understanding the big picture. to me, writing 
becomes a lifestyle: we research, we experiment, we think in new ways, we learn from 
one another, and most importantly, we create. It is a large part of who I am."
Molly Waite graduated in December of 2012 with a degree in creative writing and 
English. During her three and a half years at GVSU, she was the assistant editor of The 
Far Edges of the Fourth Genre, an anthology of craft essays on creative nonfiction, as 
well as the nonfiction editor of Fishladder and assistant news editor of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn. She hopes to begin a career in book publishing as an editor.
Michael Walton is a creative writing major who will be graduating in April 2013. 
He loves traveling and listening to short story podcasts.  After college, he wants to find 
a job in the publishing industry and continue to write in his free time.
Jesse Weinkauf — “I am in the process of finishing my last semester in photography 
at Grand Valley State University. My photographic interests lie in formalism, surrealism, 
and images that give a particular sense of place and mood. My passion as a photographer 
continues to grow as I hone my eyes and my skills, whether in the darkroom or in the 
digital realm. It is into the future that I travel with camera in hand.” 
Joshua Williams — "I'm from North Muskegon, MI. I'm a senior at Grand Valley. 
I'm graduating this spring. And I'm an English major, Writing minor, which means 
I'll be living on the streets after this spring. Also, I in no way advocate sadomasochism 
or unintentional homicide."
